Report No. 18/11

National Park Authority
REPORT OF THE PLANNING OFFICER (DEVELOPMENT PLANS)

SUBJECT: 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE DRAFTS FOR CONSULTATION
Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to seek Members approval to consult on a range of further supplementary planning guidance which has been prepared to support the policies and proposals of the Local Development Plan. 

Background

Members approved a number of supplementary planning guidance for consultation in September and December 2010.  Further supplementary planning guidance has been prepared by Officers. When adopted by the Authority following public consultation, the guidance will form a material consideration when deciding planning applications. 
The supplementary planning guidance fall into three general categories as set out below - 
‘Technical’ Updates - These supplementary planning guidance, adopted under the Joint Unitary Development Plan, require minor revision to update references to the Local Development Plan and specific policy within it.  Public consultation and adoption by the Authority is required to ensure that they can have significant weight as a material consideration. These supplementary planning guidance documents have been adopted by Members under the Joint Unitary Development Plan, and since the overall content and direction is unchanged, they will be available to Members on the Committee pages of the Authority’s web site http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk/default.asp?PID=411&ID=32. 
‘Significant’ changes to existing supplementary planning guidance – in some cases there is a change in policy direction which means that more than technical amendment is required. There are no ‘significant’ changes supplementary planning guidance for this meeting.
New Supplementary Planning Guidance – in some cases, new supplementary planning guidance has been prepared. These are provided as paper copies.
Supplementary Planning Guidance Topics

1. ‘Technical Updates’ SPG
Technical updates only have been undertaken for the following supplementary planning guidance
· Conservation Area Proposals 
These supplementary planning guidance were adopted under the Joint Unitary Development Plan and have been rolled forward to refer to the policies of the Local Development Plan, and other updated policy references.  They were first published in 2006 following consultation, and include character statements which help planning applicants to consider the affect of development on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. There is also a section on the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats within and to the Conservation Area. A more fundamental update of these aspects has not been undertaken as it is important that communities are part of this process from the beginning. 
The Conservation Area Proposals documents are provided for all Conservation Areas within the National Park.  The following Conservation Area Proposals documents are available on our web site. 
· Angle

· Caerfarchell

· Caldey island

· Little Haven

· Manorbier

· Newport and Newport Parrog (single document)
· Portclew

· Porthgain

· Saundersfoot

· Solva

· St David’s
· Trefin

· Tenby

These supplementary planning guidance are supplementary to policy 8 ‘Special Qualities’ of the Local Development Plan in particular.
2. New Supplementary Planning Guidance 

The following supplementary planning guidance are before Members for the first time.
· Regionally Important Geodiversity Sites (RIGS)
The Regionally Important Geodiversity Sites are a non statutory geodiversity designation. The RIGS in Wales are supported by the Countryside Council for Wales and are designated by regional RIGS groups.  The supplementary planning guidance will help to identify whether development has an adverse effect on the main features of interest within a RIGS.  It is supplementary to Policy 10 ‘Local Sites of Nature Conservation or Geological Interest’
· Renewable Energy Supplementary Planning Guidance
This guidance is supplementary to Policy 33 ‘Renewable Energy’ and provides advice to applicants proposing renewable energy proposals such as small scale solar installations, anaerobic digestion, and wind.  The guidance presents the Authority’s Background Paper to the Local Development Plan – the Renewable Energy Assessment – in a user friendly format.   
In addition to the above guidance new guidance is being prepared for the Authority to deal with arrays of photovoltaic cells. Members may be aware that Pembrokeshire County Council recently approved such an array at Rhos-y-gilwen. This draft guidance, and further detail on on-shore and off-shore connections, will be part of a third batch of draft guidance which Members will be asked to approve for consultation in due course.   
· Shopfront Design Supplementary Planning Guidance

The supplementary planning guidance has been produced to promote high quality design standards for shopfronts. It aims to encourage developers and applicants to consider design matters at the earliest stage of their proposals.  The guidance covers the whole of Pembrokeshire and has been produced jointly with Pembrokeshire County Council.  It is supplementary to Policies 8 ‘Special Qualities’, 14 ‘Protection of Buildings of Local Importance’ and 29 ‘Sustainable Design’.
3. Further Supplementary Planning Guidance 

Further draft for consultation supplementary planning guidance will be brought before future meetings of the National Park Authority.  These are anticipated to cover the following topic areas.  Providing a separate consultation period will help to ensure that communities are able to fully consider and respond on the supplementary planning guidance. 
· Validation of Planning Applications
· Low Impact Development 

· Siting and Design of Farm Buildings

· Renewable Energy  - Arrays of photovoltaic cells
· Recreational Activities

Financial considerations

The consultation will have financial implications for the Authority, including translation and publicity costs. A minimum charge will be made for paper copies of the consultation drafts of the supplementary planning guidance. They will be available free on CD and to download via the Authority’s web site. Additional funding has been provided by the Welsh Assembly Government to assist with these costs, and for the coming financial year 2011/2012 a bid will be made to the Welsh Assembly Planning Improvement Fund to assist in delivering supplementary planning guidance. 
Conclusion

The provision of up to date supplementary planning guidance will assist planning applicants in meeting the requirements of Local Development Plan and national planning policy. It is anticipated that the consultation on the technical updates and new supplementary planning guidance listed above will commence in April 2011 for a period of three months. Comments made on the supplementary planning guidance will be considered by Officers and recommendations reported back to Members in due course.   A statement of the consultation undertaken, the representations received and the authority’s response to those representations will also be made available.
Recommendations

(i) that Supplementary Planning Guidance on Conservation Area Proposals, Regionally Important Geodiversity Sites, Renewable Energy and Shopfront Design be approved for public consultation
(ii) That Planning Officers report back to Members on the response to the consultation in due course
(iii) That Planning Officers produce a report of consultation for each supplementary planning guidance. 
Background Documents
Local Development Plans Wales, Policy on Preparation of LDPs, December 2005.
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Local Development Plan, September 2010
Pembrokeshire RIGS reports, Volumes 1-3, South West Wales RIGS Group, June 2009
Renewable Energy Assessment for the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, Prepared by Land Use Consultants, Final Report, November 2008
(For further information, please contact Julie Kirk, ext 4870)
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