Report No. 08/11
National Park Authority
REPORT OF PLANNING OFFICER (DEVELOPMENT PLANS)

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO CEREDIGION COUNTY COUNCIL DEPOSIT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the current public consultation exercise on Ceredigion County Council’s Deposit Local Development Plan and to ask for Authority approval to forward the response set out on the attached form.
Background

Ceredigion County Council published their Deposit Local Development Plan for consultation on 22nd December 2010 and have asked for representation to be made by 17th February 2011. The consultation period is 2 weeks longer than the statutory requirement to allow for the Christmas break. The previous, Pre-Deposit version of their Plan was published for consultation in Spring 2009 and the response from this Authority approved by the National Park Authority at the meeting on 13th May 2009.
At that time, the following issues were identified for further discussion with Ceredigion County Council’s Officers:

1. What are the in combination effects of the Plan’s proposals with neighbouring plans under the Sustainability Appraisal? 

2. How proposals for development in Ceredigion County Council’s jurisdiction which are likely to impact on the National Park will be considered.

3. The level of affordable housing Ceredigion County Council’s Plan intends to seek to address. 

Dealing with each of these in turn:
1. The habitat regulations screening undertaken on the Plan concludes no likely significant effects due to mitigation built into the plan and national policy. If there are no likely significant effects there can be no in-combination effects with neighbouring authorities.  It is for Countryside Council for Wales to comment on the accuracy of this conclusion and therefore not appropriate for this Authority to comment further.

2. Insufficient significance has been given to the potential impact of development on the National Park, in line with the provisions of Section 62 of the Environment Act 1995. 
Under Section 62 of the Environment Act 1995, Ceredigion County Council has duty to have regard to the purposes for which the National Park was designated. Reference is given in paragraph 8.165 of the Deposit Plan to the need to take into consideration the impact of development on adjacent local authority areas, including the National Parks (Pembrokeshire and Snowdonia), but this is not considered to meet the requirements set out by Section 62 of the above Act. 

The National Park Authority would welcome an amendment to the Plan to include reference within a Policy (either a new policy or amendment to Policy DM17) to include the following words:

 “development would not adversely affect the special qualities of neighbouring National Parks”.
3. The provision for affordable housing in Ceredigion County Council’s Deposit Local Development Plan.  The Housing Market Assessment for Cardigan is based on the Travel to Work Area which extends into North Pembrokeshire, including  an area of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. There is a difference of 945 affordable housing units between the provision in their Plan (1100 units) and the need identified (2045 units).There is as mismatch of affordable housing provision with the identified need within that area of north Pembrokeshire of an estimated 34 units.

The purpose of this representation is to advise of the affordable housing provision made in the National Park Authority’s Adopted Local Development Plan. This Authority has, through its Local Development Plan sought to maximise opportunities to deliver affordable housing. This information should assist in any future debate on the adequacy of supply in the area, where many factors such as the viability and capacity may need to be examined.
More detail is provided in Appendix 1 to this report.

There are no other issues on the Deposit Plan to raise at this consultation.
Conclusion

There are two issues identified which have potential implications for the National Park resulting in a need to make representations on the soundness of Ceredigion County Council’s Deposit Local Development Plan. It is recommended that this report and the response, attached in Appendix 1 is forwarded to Ceredigion County Council as a written representation to be considered by the Inspector at their Examination in due course.
Recommendation

That this report and the attached appendix 1 be submitted by the National Park Authority to Ceredigion County Council as a representation on their Deposit Local Development Plan.
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