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Aim of this Paper

· To set out the background to help identify objectives, issues, options and preferred options for plan preparation.
Overview of how this Paper fits into Plan preparation

· These papers will provide information for officers and Members of the Authority, stakeholders, members of the public and the Inspector and those attending Local Development Plan examination to help explain the approach being taken in both Plans.
· These papers will be updated through the Plan preparation process to take account of new information emerging.

National, Regional and Local
National 

Planning Policy Wales, March 2002 
· Development can help to arrest the decline in community facilities and deliver environmentally-sound modernisation, re-use or replacement of urban infrastructure. (paragraph 2.4.1)

· Local authorities should adopt policies to locate major generators of travel demand such as housing, employment, retailing, leisure and recreation, and community facilities including libraries, schools and hospitals within existing urban areas or in other locations which are, or can be, well served by public transport, or can be reached by walking or cycling. (paragraph 2.5.3)

· Plans should make provision for land for schools, further and higher education, places of worship, recreation and other community facilities. (paragraph 3.3.2, first bullet, page 32)
· Corner shops in urban areas, village shops in rural areas, as well as public houses and other individual outlets with a retail function which are not part of established centres, can play a vital economic and social role and their loss can be damaging to a local community. (paragraph 10.1.4)
Ministerial Interim Planning Policy, Housing June 2006 

Include policies to indicate where developer contributions will be expected toward infrastructure, community facilities and affordable housing. (paragraph 9.2.23, last bullet page 10)

PPW Companion Guide February 2006

PPW sets out clear statements of national development control policy which should not need to be repeated as a local policy in Local Development Plans.  Instead topics relevant to the local area could simply be mentioned in with a cross- reference to PPW.  

S62 (1) of the Environment Act 1995 
In pursuing National Park purposes a National Park Authority shall seek to foster the economic and social well-being of local communities in the National Park.
Regional

Spatial Plan Key Settlement Framework Ministerial Meeting Version 23rd November 2006

‘I3) Access To Public Services Facilitating - through ICT the provision of on-line public services, remote learning, including provision for hard to reach groups and improving access from and to rural and remote areas, including kiosks, mobile services, etc.’
Local 

A Community Plan for Pembrokeshire 2003/8 (Version 2 – not public at present)
There are five key priorities. Priority A is ‘Developing Vibrant Communities’. The long term aims are to improve satisfaction with community life, encouraging the provision and sustainable use of community resources and to widen house choices within communities.  

A key target is to increase the percentage of residents finding it easy to access key local services from levels recorded in a 2005 survey. 

The facilities listed are wide ranging. 

Health Challenge Pembrokeshire: The Health, Social Care and Well-being Strategy 2008-2011 
Section 4 sets out priorities for action which include ‘Service Delivery in partnership’ and ‘Supporting people to be as healthy as possible’.

The actions for the National Park Authority as a lead agency is the provision of suitable housing accommodation, encouraging people to take more exercise and improving or providing health services.  
Beyond extensions to existing premises under the life of the Local Development Plan the need to provide for a health care/housing facility at Crymych was identified.  However rather than progressing under the Local Development Plan it is currently is being progressed by Cantref Housing Association and associates under the provisions of the current Joint Unitary Development Plan.   Currently therefore there are no implications for the Local Development Plan.   
Housing requirements are amplified further under the County Council’s Housing Strategy.  This is dealt with under the Housing Background Paper.        
Children and Young People’s Plan for 2008 to 2011 
The Plan contains seven core aims.  Issues where relevant to a land use plan for the National Park are highlighted below:
· Aim 2: Providing appropriate education opportunities.  All land requirements have been checked with the County Council and therefore allocations identified where needed at Manorbier Station and at St Ishmaels.  The County Council advised that St Teilo’s RC and Ysgol Bro Dewi would need to be contacted separately. St Teilos RC advised no plans to change at present – 20 August 2007.  Ysgol Bro Dewi has advised of no expansion plans – 6 September 2007.
· Aim 4: Have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities: The Deposit Local Development Plan allocations reflect the outcomes of the Open Space Assessment carried out for the Plan.  
· Aim 6: Have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional well-being.   The need for housing is addressed in the Housing Background Paper.    

Pembrokeshire Advance Rural Development Plan - Local Development Strategy – March 2007

Includes key actions for:

· Enhancing and providing additional support and services for the rural economy, including the environment

· Addressing social exclusion across a wide range of sectors, including improving the service delivery and tackling local community transport issues

Joint Unitary Development Plan for Pembrokeshire Adopted June 2006 
Community Facilities are defined as any facility contributing to the quality of every day life.  It relates to buildings and structures which fulfil that role and would include purpose built sports halls, village halls, schools, local shops, pubs, doctors’ surgeries, health care facilities, religious buildings, sewage treatment plants, pumping stations, arts/crafts workshops, community education facilities. 
They are permitted where they are well located to serve all sections of the community’s needs.  Development adversely affecting the operation of a community facility, or result in its loss is not permitted unless a suitable replacement facility is available or the facility is no longer required.
Land is allocated at Freshwater East and Newport for a centre for community and educational facilities and parking for the Memorial Hall respectively. 
Where a development generates a directly related need for new or improved infrastructure, services or community facilities then that development should make provision either on site or through contributions to provision off site but serving that development.     

Supplementary Planning Guidance is currently being prepared on Planning Obligations led by Pembrokeshire County Council. 

Has there been a loss of community facilities in the National Park?  

	 
	Service1998
	Service2006
	Diff1998_2006

	Doctors
	6
	8
	2

	Food shop
	24
	24
	0

	Village Halls
	25
	13
	-12

	Post Offices
	24
	20
	-4

	Primary School
	21
	18
	-3

	Pubs
	52
	60
	8

	Secondary School
	3
	3
	0

	Sports Facilities
	16
	27
	11

	 
	171
	173
	2


Youth, Visitors and Residents Survey, CPRW and Sixth Form Conference 2006/7
· control second homes which remain empty most of the year – adding  nothing to the economy - schools, shops or pubs - managed holiday cottages are not the same thing.
· re-open schools in villages.

· Create more housing for local needs through e.g. ex-chapels, schools etc and change of use, S106.
· The lack of commercialism and small and individual shops were complimented.
· Large developments should offer more back to community
Planed Appraisals – Various Communities
Proposals are listed in these appraisals which vary from aspirations to more concrete ideas with funding pending.  A generic policy supporting community facility provision is sufficient to accommodate these types of proposals. 
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