Appendix 8 Emerging cross boundary issues with Ceredigion County Council’s Local Development Plan (approved National Park Authority Meeting May 13th  2009).  
Consistency Tests

C3 Regard to the Wales Spatial Plan

· Does the plan contain any policies or proposals not consistent with the broad strategies of the Wales Spatial Plan?  

Comment

· The identified role of Cardigan which is in keeping with the Wales Spatial strategy is supported, and will assist in providing for the needs of the north east of Pembrokeshire.  

· Does the plan take account of relevant area collaborative work undertaken for the WSP? 

· Not aware of any such work. 

Coherence and Effectiveness Tests

CE1 The Plan sets out a coherent strategy from which its policies and allocations logically flow and, where cross boundary issues are relevant, it is compatible with the development plans prepared by neighbouring authorities.

· Is it clear how the plan relates to those prepared by neighbouring authorities and how cross-boundary issues have been addressed?   
Comment

· Policy 7 Affordable Housing: 
It is of concern that the provision identified (700) does not compare favourably with the level of need identified by the ORS study (in the region of 2055 units needed).  It is appreciated that further work is need on assessing provision including checking the viability of increasing percentage requirements and lowering thresholds.  Please note this National Park Authority also has difficulties in seeking to achieve its own affordable housing need.    

· Policy 21 Minerals:     The policy refers to minerals sites and resources being provided for or safeguarded in accordance with the Regional Technical Statement on Minerals.  This is supported.  However, the National Park Authority would request, as per the Regional Technical Statement, an explicit reference recognising that Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire County Council, Ceredigion County Council and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, forming the sub-regional minerals group, are currently in discussions to see how the sand and gravel output currently met from reserves within the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park can be sourced from outside the Park area. 

· National Park designation: As with the previous two plans prepared by Ceredigion it would be helpful if the Plan included reference to the special role its neighbouring National Park authorities play and confirmed that the Council will have regard to National Park purposes, with conservation taking priority, in determining applications which affect land in the National Park, in line with the provisions of Section 62 of the Environment Act 1995. It would also be helpful if we could be correctly referred to as the ‘Pembrokeshire Coast National Park’.  

· Waste: Paragraph 10.20 indicates that an ‘out-of area’ solution is being sought for dealing with remaining residual waste with other neighbouring consortia. Clarification of these discussions would be helpful.

·  Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Appraisal/Habitats Regulations Assessment:   There doesn't appear to be any consideration of in- combination effects with other Plans or Programmes, including neighbouring Authority LDPs. This may be being done when more detailed and spatially explicit policies for the deposit Plan are formulated, but if this is the case it would be helpful if this was stated.      

CE2 Are the strategy, policies and allocations realistic and appropriate having considered the relevant alternatives, and are they founded on a robust and credible evidence base?

· Are the assumptions in the Local Development Plan set out clearly and supported by evidence?  Does the evidence clearly support the plan’s strategy and policies?  Is the evidence robust and credible and has it been prepared in accordance with national planning policy and good practice guidance?  Where a balance has been struck in taking decisions between competing alternatives – it is clear how those decisions have been taken.   

Comment

· Evidence on the actions the County Council are taking in terms of safeguarding land for minerals in the Deposit Plan along with any allocations proposed to ensure an appropriate landbank is in place could usefully be shared. 
 CE3 Are there clear mechanisms for implementation and monitoring?

· Does the Plan contain realistic targets and milestones which relate to the delivery of policies?   

Comment

· With evidence in place under Policy 7 Affordable Housing - see above - then clear targets and milestones should follow.  

· Is it clear how these are to be measured and how they are liked to the production of an annual monitoring report?   

Comment

· See above.    
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